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Foreword
What better time could there be for 
the publishing of the second edition 
of our brilliant Derbyshire Circle! 

The Suspension will be lifted on 17th July 
but, unfortunately, our meetings will be 
subject to numerous restrictions imposed 
by UGLE, the Freemasons Halls and the 
Government but it is the start of the journey 
back to some semblance of normality. 
Please ensure that you adhere to the 
guidance. The Provincial Executive are well 
advanced with plans for a positive restart 
and our Resumption Strategy – ‘Operation 
Initiate’ – will be published shortly together 
with other useful advice. Please make 
sure you open your emails in good-time 
and keep up to date with developments. 

Plenty of exciting, positive and innovative 
things have been happening in this 
Province during the Suspension and a 
small selection are reported in DC. 

Anyway, enough from me, enjoy reading 
DC and, as the Monty Python song goes 
“always look on the bright side of life”. 

Stay safe and sane. 

Steven Varley 
Provincial Grand Master

Derbyshire 
Freemasons support 
Safe and Sound Group
A donation of £9,300 over the next 3 years has been pledged by 
Derbyshire Freemasons to the Safe and Sound Group in Derby.

The Group provides support to children in Derbyshire who have been sexually 
exploited or are at risk of becoming exploited. The charity provides 6 – 9 months of 
one to one specialist support as well as family support in understanding the issues 
and how to support the young person. In addition, the charity provides youth group 
activities to increase self-esteem and confidence, support with education, as well 
as the provision of a dedicated Support worker for BAME communities. The charity 
also provides awareness raising work within school and community settings.

Due to the effect of COVID-19, the charity has moved its one to one service to a phone and 
online service, and the charity is continuing to accept new referrals. This has been received 
well by the beneficiaries and there is a high level of engagement. If a child or young person 
does not have access to a phone or online services, the charity is funding purchase of 
phones and contracts to enable the beneficiary to stay in contact. Awareness sessions have 
been suspended during the lockdown due to the closure of the schools and community 
centres. The charity is also providing sign posting to young people and families who are 
suffering from food supply or medical/financial issues and their Emerging Communities 
Family worker has been providing additional support such as food packages and free 
school meal vouchers for those at risk children in vulnerable communities. Group sessions 
are starting to be organised by their Youth Worker via Zoom, once safeguarding issues are 
overcome. They have seen a spike in phone call support since the start of the pandemic.

For more information about the charity please visit: https://safeandsoundgroup.org.uk/

Derbyshire Circle is published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Derbyshire Communications Team

Editor: Stuart Riley 

Design: Plain Design Ltd

Cover: Derbyshire Provincial Senior Wardens Badge

Contributions and suggestions are always welcome and should be submitted to derbyshirecircle@derbyshiremason.org
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In 1878 the North East Derbyshire Club 
was formed and built what is today 
the Masonic Hall in Chesterfield. Many 
founders of that Club were members of 
Scarsdale Lodge and so secured a lease 
of the upper floor as a Temple. In the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
Freemasonry in Chesterfield expanded 
significantly. In 1890 Hardwick Lodge was 
formed followed in 1904 by Cavendish 
Lodge  and in 1918 Cestrefeld Lodge 
was formed, the latter being chartered in 
1919. In 1926 these Lodges purchased 
the Club premises and the whole building 
became the Masonic Hall. Finally in1989,  
Lutadarum Lodge was formed making a 
total of four craft lodges meeting at the hall.

The Royal Oak (below) is Chesterfield’s 
oldest pub dating back to the 16th 
Century. It is claimed it was the rest 
house of the Knight Templar.

George Stevenson the ‘father of railways’ is 
buried in the Holy Trinity Churchyard (below).

Sir Montague Burton, founder 
of the Burton chain, opened his 
store in Chesterfield in 1904.

St. Mary and All Saints Church (above) was 
built in the late 13th century. It is the largest 
church in Derbyshire, built in local stone 
in a Decorated Gothic style. The wooden 
framed spire was added to the stone tower 
in the early 1360s. It was initially believed 
that the twisting was a result of all the 
skilled craftsmen having died off in the black 
plague, leaving only unskilled labourers 
to construct the church spire (bottom). 
Last year's Carol Service for Derbyshire 
Freemasons was held at St. Mary’s.

The Chesterfield Canal is a narrow 
canal and is known locally as 'Cuckoo 
Dyke’.  It was one of the last of the canals 
designed by James Brindley, who died 
while it was being constructed. It was 
opened in 1777 and ran for 46 miles.

Around the Province: 

Chesterfield
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Derbyshire Province 
has Armorial 
Bearings Approved
by George Carruthers 
ProvGStwd, FSA Scot.

In late August of 2019, a project was 
initiated to petition the College of Arms 
to have armorial bearings granted to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Derbyshire. 
These were to be displayed on our 
Provincial banner. The decision was 
based on how best to offer a more 
permanent visual representation in 
celebration of our upcoming bicentenary.  
We also wished them to reflect the 
history of the province, the region and 
the community in which we serve. 

The use of arms go back to medieval 
times when knights in the field were 
recognised by the bearings on their 
shield. Since then they have been 
used by individuals and corporations 
alike, as a mark of identity specific to 
themselves.  The items placed upon the 
shield (escutcheon) i.e. the charges and 
the tinctures, along with the additaments 
make up the full achievement of the arms. 

English freemasonry has a long history of 
the use of heraldry, as both the Premier 
Grand Lodge of England (1717) and the 

Grand Lodge of the Antients (1751) carried 
their own arms.  After the unification of 
these Grand Lodges on 27th December 
1813 into the United Grand Lodge of 
England, the arms of both were retained 
but conjoined on one shield.  These arms 
were borne by our Grand Lodge for over 
100 years until on the 19th of July 1919, 
the arms of the UGLE were officially 
granted by Royal Licence. It was at this 
point that a border around the conjoined 
arms was added and included upon it 
as charges, the Lions of England. 

Below are the Armorial Bearings of the 
UGLE, which are made up of arms (on the 
shield) and on either side two cherubim 
proper (natural) as supporters. These 
can be seen standing upon the motto, 
which (as in all English arms) sits below 
the shield. The motto itself, AUDI, VIDE, 
TACE, translates from Latin to ‘hear, 
see and be silent.’ (NB: the U in Latin is 
written as a V). Above the shield on what 
is called a torse or wreath, is a crest. The 
crest is described as being the ark of the 
Covenant with two cherubim. Sitting above 
this is another motto in Hebrew which 
is translated as; Holiness to the Lord. 

The shield depicts the conjoined arms of 
the Premier Grand Lodge of England on 
the left as you look at it (dexter) and on 
the right (sinister) the arms of the Grand 
Lodge of the Antients surrounded by a 
border (bordure) on which are displayed the 
lions of England in gold (Or). These lions 
are depicted as walking to the left, head 
towards the viewer (passant guardant).

On investigation, out of the 47 provinces in 
the UGLE, approximately 8 had not been 
granted Arms, Derbyshire included. Outwith 
their banners, some provinces have chosen 
to display them on their festival jewels, 
while some simply on their websites and 
letter heads.  All arms in Britain are granted 
through licence from the British Monarch.  
In England and Wales, these grants are 
through the auspices of the College of 
Arms in London, whilst in Scotland it is 
through the Lord Lyon King of Arms in 
Edinburgh.  To bear them therefore, is a 
great honour for any individual, or group 
of individuals and it firmly sets a point of 
reference in history that does not change.

MOVING FORWARD
Once the discussions had ended and 
the concept of arms had been agreed, I 
was given the task of taking the project 
forward. My first port of call was to Grand 
Lodge to gain permission to proceed and 
my second was to the College of Arms. 
The first was granted, the second led me 
to a very pleasant and knowledgeable 
individual by the name of William Hunt 
(Research Assistant to the Windsor Herald) 
both of whom are members of the Craft.    

Within heraldry there are strict laws in 
the designing of arms. Thankfully in 
general they were not dissimilar to those 
of Scotland although William remained 
a great point of reference to answer any 
queries I may have had. I then designed 
a range of sample drawings, which 
were presented to the Provincial Grand 
Master for his perusal and decision. 
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The arms of any province are designed 
around the central portion of the 
shield i.e. the conjoined arms of the 
old Grand Lodges. This is achieved 
by simply changing the border and 
as heraldry is a visual statement, that 
which appears on the shield has to 
reflect the individuality of the bearer. 

Therefore within the formation of any arms, 
the concepts of the ‘simpler the better’ 
and ‘less is more’ is the ideal, but in certain 
cases this may not always be viable.  The 
arms should however be symmetrical, 
balanced and ideally, pleasing to the eye. 
As can be seen on the three examples 
of Provincial arms above, only the border 
has changed. To the left are the arms of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Wiltshire, in 
the middle those of  the Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Oxfordshire and to the right, the 
arms of the Metropolitan Grand Lodge, 
with varying degrees of intricacy and 
meaning. The colours: Red (Gules), Blue 
(Azure), Black (Sable), Green (Vert) etc 
and the metals Silver (Argent) and Gold 
(Or) have their own laws of function and 
representation. The items (charges) on the 
border, ‘colours’ and in fact the style of the 
border itself will also depict a meaning in 
their own right. In this way the bearer of the 
armorial bearings offers a visual definition of 
themselves, their history and their purpose. 

APPROVED ARMS OF THE 
PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE 
OF DERBYSHIRE
After great deliberation by our Provincial 
Grand Master, a design was chosen and 
having previously contacted other Provinces 
of the same ilk, we were joined in petitioning 
the College of Arms by the Province of West 
Wales and the Province of Herefordshire.

We finally were advised on 4th March 2020, 
that the armorial bearings for the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Derbyshire had been 
approved (bottom, right). This means that 
we are now able to use them as our own.

The blazon of the Arms of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Derbyshire is: Per pale 
Gules and quarterly Azure and Or dexter on 
a Chevron between three Castles Argent a 
Pair of Compasses extended Or sinister a 
Cross quarterly Argent and Vert between 
in the first quarter a Lion rampant Or in 
the second an Ox passant Sable in the 
third a Man with hands elevated proper 
vested Vert the Robe crimson lined with 
Ermine and in the fourth an Eagle displayed 
Or the whole within a Bordure per pale 
Sable and Azure charged in chief with 
three Stag’s Heads caboshed and in base 
with a Ram’s Head caboshed Argent.

The last portion of the blazon above which 
relates to our own border states: ‘within 
a Bordure per pale Sable and Azure 
charged in chief with three Bucks’s Heads 
caboshed and in base with a Ram’s Head 
caboshed Argent’.  Simply put this tells us 
that a border split horizontally black and 
blue on which is placed at the top, three 
buck’ heads and at the bottom a ram’s 
head, surrounds the rest of the arms. 

The meaning behind the border is; the 
colour black signifies wisdom, constancy 
and prudence. It also represents the tin 
and coal mining history of Derbyshire 
and within freemasonry the starting 
point of our moral journey. Conjoined 
with the blue, the aspirational path 
from darkness into light is perceived.  

The blue signifies loyalty, truth and strength 
and also represents the Province’s entwined 
history with Rolls Royce and the design 
of the spitfire merlin engine. The buck’s 
heads and the ram’s head in gold, convey 
our links with both the House of Cavendish 
and Derbyshire itself and heraldically, gold 
signifies wisdom, generosity and faith.   

All in all, I feel that the final result offers 
a fair representation of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Derbyshire, which is 
presented in a simple, effective and 
yet distinct set of Armorial Bearings.

 
English freemasonry has a long history of the 
use of heraldry, as both the Premier Grand 
Lodge of England (1717) and the Grand Lodge 
of the Antients (1751) carried their own arms
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For those visiting Dore Masonic Hall,  
Andy Cole is well known. He’s always 
cheerful, friendly and polite and has 
time for everyone. Andy is Tara’s 
partner (Tara is the Steward at Dore) 
but many members will be unaware 
of what Andy does for a living.

Andy is an artisan steel tool maker 
based at Portland works in Sheffield 
and has handcrafted a vast number of 
specialist tools at his forge. Andy started 
working at 14 years of age employed at 
Wigfull Tools and he eventually took the 
company over. With twelve employees 
the company eventually closed due to 
recessionary times and cheap imports 
of stonemason’s and builder’s tools, but 
Andy remained and became part of the 
drive to keep Portland Works ( a former 
cutlery works ) open and to prevent it 
from being sold for development.

In 2013 Portland Works, a grade 2 
listed building was purchased using a 
community share issue enabling the 
premises to be occupied by a number of 
artisan style businesses including a guitar 
maker, a gin distillery and of course Andy’s 
forge. To this day Andy manufactures 
specialist and bespoke wood turning 
tools for export to other countries 
including the United States and Canada. 

Andy’s craft is akin to that of a blacksmith 
and this hard work has not been without 
its drawbacks – Andy still suffers from a 
number of physical problems associated 
with his craft – vibrations white finger 
and loss of hearing are two examples 
but Andy in his usual fashion describes 
these as “just part of the job“.

He told us: “The machines I work on 
are mechanical, they date back to the 
building being built in 1878. I have 
a blacksmith’s hearth but my main 
task is making specialised tools.

"It's actually seeing something being 
produced out of a piece of steel.”

"It’s only a tool, but it’s still someone 
handling it and making other things out 
of that tool you have made. Describing 
why he chose tool making as a career he 
replied,"It’s just in my blood, I love it.”

Next time you visit Dore which we 
hope will be soon – why not ask Andy 
about his experiences, no doubt 
he’ll be delighted to talk to you!

Andy Cole of 
Dore Masonic Hall 
and his career as a 

"Master Forger"
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Our new 
Senior Warden  
Worshipful Brother 
Keith Roberts gives 
an interview to the 
Derbyshire Circle
WHERE AND WHEN DID YOU 
BECOME A FREEMASON?
I was Initiated into the Bradelei Lodge 
Number 9205 in December 1997, 
and what seems like yesterday, it 
is in fact, nearly 23 years ago.

WHAT WERE YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
WHEN YOU JOINED?
Oddly, I didn’t have any specific 
expectations. I had heard from a 
few masons who mentioned that 
they enjoyed the meetings; and 
that is what I hoped to experience; 
friendship and interesting dialogue.

HOW HAS FREEMASONRY 
SHAPED YOUR LIFE SO FAR?
As I climbed the ladder in my Lodge, I 
have to say “not much” initially. Bradelei 
meet only four times a year, and although 
I joined Beaureper Royal Arch Chapter 
Number 787 in 1999, which meant my 
experience was most enjoyable but limited.

On becoming Worshipful Master in 2004, all 
that changed, forever, and for the better. I 
realised that freemasonry in Derbyshire and 
the emphasis on “visiting” gave me a much 
wider group of friends. As I learnt the ritual, 
the “strange” words we use became much 
more meaningful. The future Provincial 
appointments that I accepted continue to 
enhance and further my freemasonry.

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES 
OF THE ROLE OF PROVINCIAL 
SENIOR WARDEN?
I think the challenge will be to successfully 
visit as many Lodges as I able to fit into 
my diary. The Wardens of Derbyshire are 
encouraged to visit all the Lodges at least 
once during their year of office between 
them. So juggling dates, engagements, 
work and other commitments together 
with the logistics of travelling distance 
to outlying lodges will be another 
challenge. Not withstanding the additional 
complexity presented to us all by the 
current pandemic restrictions.

WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION 
WHEN YOU WERE ASKED 
TO TAKE ON THIS ROLE?
After taking a deep breath and my heart 
missing a beat, I felt extremely honoured 
to be invited to take on the role. A proud 
moment both for me and my Lodge.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU 
OFFER A NEWLY INITIATED 
ENTERED APPRENTICE?
Things in freemasonry do not happen fast! 
Take your time, enjoy every moment, every 
office, every part, no matter how large or 
how small. Freemasonry to me is like a 
thousand page book. There is no need to 
read it all at once: instead read it throughout 
your lifetime; one page at a time!

WHAT’S THE BEST THING THAT’S 
HAPPENED TO YOU OUTSIDE OF 
FREEMASONRY THIS YEAR?
Personally during the lockdown I have 
realised that much of our communication in 
things we do, can be completed remotely. 
I have used the extra time at home to 
take more exercise and read more.

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE 
ASPECT OF FREEMASONRY, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE?
It would be to encourage us all to deliver 
our ritual as best we can, with humour, 
empathy and sincerity. It is the delivery 
style that the candidate will remember 
most, as opposed to the exact wording.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD 
TO MOST IN YOUR NEW ROLE?
It has been enjoyable attending Lodge 
zoom meetings of late. I look forward 
to meeting in person, those Brethren 
who have welcomed me already 
‘virtually’ into their Lodge meetings.

DO YOU HOLD OFFICE IN 
ANY OTHER ORDERS?
A few, that seem to have built up over the 
years: Secretary of Bradelei 9205, Scribe 
Ezra of Beaureper Chapter 787, Recorder 
in St Mary’s Rose Croix 63, Senior Deacon 
in St Peter’s Royal Ark Mariners 595 and I 
am currently Master of Burton Council 162 
of Royal and Select Masters. Not forgetting 
my responsibilities as Assistant Provincial 
Grand Scribe Ezra in the Royal Arch.

 
Freemasonry to me 
is like a thousand 
page book. There 
is no need to read 
it all at once
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Can you spot the Freemason 
on this photograph?
Answers on a post card to:

“Spot the PGM at the left of the back row”

c/o Provincial Office

A Prayer for ''Different Times'' 
By NC Grand Chaplain Rev. Mark M. Vickers

Most Gracious Architect of the Universe, we come to you in these days of uncertainty, chaos, turmoil, illness, and even death. 

We come to you because it was in you we first placed our trust. 

We rely on our brothers to walk with us through earthly times, as well as you. 

We miss our conversations with one another, a friendly embrace, a smile, 
a nod, yet in all of these missed actions we know that you are present 
in our lives. For we first entered alone, then moved to the reassurance 
that you, as the Divine Architect, were beside us all of the way. 

Keep us mindful that you are still there, in these "different times" and will continue to 
be with us in what may be a new normal. For it is in you we place our trust and faith. 

SMIB. AMEN. 

Stay safe! With love from: 

NORTH CAROLINA

THE MASON
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